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Coming Events:

Youth Carwash 6/27

Legacy Coffeehouse:
Adams Family Gospel
Group — 7/12

Youth to Blue Rocks
7/15

VBS 7/19 - 23

Praise Dance Camp
7/20 —7/24

Montreat 7/26 — 8/1

Legacy Coffeehouse:
Mended Vessels—8/1

Leadership Summit
8/6 —8/7

Blue Rocks 6:05PM &
fireworks —8/22

Phillies 7:05PM retro.
Knit cap game — 8/28

Rally Day 9/13
Media Super Sunday

Women of Faith
9/18-19

Fall Gathering 9/23

Lake Champion Men’s
Weekend 10/2 — 10/4

Children’s Ministry
Conference 10/10
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At Home in Wilman
Valley

Dear Friends,

(Enjoy the adventures of
Michael Washington who pastors
a Presbyterian Church in the
fictional town of Wilman Valley
which lies somewhere between
Newark, Delaware and Trenton,
New Jersey!)

One of the things I love about
Wilman Valley is that it has
remained a town. Many of the
towns in this region have
disappeared, getting swallowed up
into a continuous suburb with
consolidated schools, super-sized
shopping malls and megachurches.
Somehow, and there are a variety
of reasons for this, Wilman Valley
has held its own. Most of our
children go to the same school, our
families worship in churches in the
community and, when you go
grocery shopping or stop at the
hardware store or grab lunch in
town, you will likely see your
neighbors and friends and greet the
proprietor by name. Call me
corny, but I think there is
something very special about that,
despite the fact that sometimes I
do duck down the next aisle at the
Acme Market when I see
someone, like Edgar Pollat, who I
don't have time to talk to. Hiding
and spying, I get what I need, rush
through the express line and
disappear into the parking lot.
What intrigue!

The communal nature of
Wilman Valley is never more
apparent or more glorious than on
the Fourth of July. I don't know

when the various traditional
components of our patriotic
celebration started, but they are
well established by now and, let
me assure you, you haven't lived
until you have spent a Fourth of
July in Wilman Valley. Folks plan
their vacations around it, people
return from their summer homes
and business trips for it, adult
children bring their families back
from all over the country, children
and parents spend hours
decorating bikes and baby
carriages, and, as the day
approaches, the excitement builds
to a frenzy. Some towns have a
parade, some have fireworks,
some have a ballgame, and some
have special activities for all
ages......in Wilman Valley, we do

This is why I found myself in
the middle of several projects in
the week leading up to the Fourth.
Our youngest child, Elisha, was
going to be in the bike parade for
the first time. In previous years,
she had won prizes in a baby
carriage and on a tricycle, but now
she had made the big time.....she
could ride her own two-wheeler!
And she was bound and
determined, with the help of Molli
and me, to have blue ribbon
decorations on her new bike. I
really don't have much of an
artistic touch, so I merely took
care of the lifting and the bending
while Molli oversaw the
beautifying process. It was
looking real nice and, according to
my completely neutral perspective,

(continued on next page)



(Continued from first page)
the judges would have to have something against
Presbyterian ministers to fail to give our
daughter a prize!

Meanwhile, Elisha's older brothers were
working together (without one wrestling match!)
on their special project; a super-duper, two
seater, soapbox racer for the annual Fourth of
July Soapbox Derby. Every year, the morning
activities were completed when everyone hiked
or drove from the high school field over to
Laubach street for the soapbox races. Laubach
hill is the steepest hill in town, right across the
street from our church and our boys, who had
never managed to win a first prize in this event,
had decided to team up for their first victory.
Ever since they were toddlers, Lance and Wes
had dreamed of being in the fastest racer to go
down the hill that they could see from their
father's office window. They were frustrated
every year, however, when Tommy Laubach,
whose family still lived in the old Laubach house
at the top of the hill, would wheel his old
soapbox with the rusty wheels off of the side
porch, enter the race at the last second, and leave
everybody else in his dust! Well, this year, the
boys decided to let Tommy Laubach do his thing
without them. They teamed up, switched events,
moving to the two-seater class, and they felt like
this was going to be their year. Whether they
won or not, it was a joy for the rest of the family
to see them working together on something. As
the Psalmist says, "How very good and pleasant
it is when brothers live together in unity!"

The big day finally arrived. Sponsored by the
Men's and Women's Clubs of Wilman Valley, it
was always quite an affair, taking place at the
high school athletic fields. Our high school is
built on a hill with a series of terraces leading
down to the athletic fields. The organizers had
set up a number of large tents where
refreshments that included ice cream, sodas and
hot dogs, ice cones, cotton candy, and penny
candy, were sold. In between, families,
neighbors and friends were seated on blankets
and beach chairs, many of them having staked an
umbrella to protect them from the dazzling sun.
From these vantage points, they were able to
visit with each other and watch the children
compete below in a cavalcade of events in which

all of them seemed to end up with some kind of
prize.

I am not one of those pastors who enjoy
"working the crowd". In fact, I sort of resent the
idea that I am forced to do that. It makes me feel
like a religious robot who is incapable of real
relationships. On occasion, I do my duty, but
usually I resist playing that game. What I really
like to do is just hang out with people, enjoy
them, and let the Lord have the agenda instead of
myself. And that is just what I found myself
doing on the Fourth. Molli and I started out by
placing our chairs and umbrella on the second
terrace by the hot dog tent (great aroma!) and,
after dumping all of their stuff with us, the kids
took off to enter races, pet shows, and contests
with their friends, many of whom they hadn't
seen since the school year ended. Eventually,
Molli and I were split up as we found ourselves
in conversation with various neighbors, friends
and parishioners. It's amazing what kind of
conversations you end up having in the midst of
a holiday, community picnic. We heard about
special needs and prayer requests, celebrated
family milestones, mourned the deaths of certain
loved ones, ate some junk food together and even
ended up in the over-40 three legged race! We
lost, but we made a good showing.

I couldn't help but think of what Jesus would
have been up to if he lived in Wilman Valley.
He, after all, made a point of going up to
Jerusalem for all of the major feast days and he
didn't hesitate to be present for a dinner party or
wedding banquet. Instead of working the crowd
in some kind of self important manner, he
always seemed to be hanging out with people
who had special needs or who were enjoying
special moments in their lives.....and he loved the
children...."Let the little children come to me,
and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God
belongs to such as these."

The morning activities at the field ended with

the spectacular peanut scramble. Each kid

received a bag to collect their peanuts. Red
peanuts could be redeemed for a quarter, blue
peanuts for a dollar and a gold peanut was worth
a five dollar bill. But the big attraction was how
the peanuts were scrambled. Whitey Lenox, the
husband of our organist, is a well known

character in Wilman Valley. Active in the
(continued on next page)



(Continued from second page)
volunteer fire company, he has a small
contracting business in town and, most
importantly, he had managed, several years ago,
to get his pilot's license. It had become a
tradition for Whitey to rent a plane on the Fourth
and, as the kids would line up on either side of
the football field, he would swoop down in his
plane and he and his helpers would release a
swarm of prized peanuts through the air and onto
the field. We found ourselves looking to the sky
and, as the murmuring increased and fingers
pointed, there was Whitey and his little airplane.
The peanuts flew, the whistle blew and hundreds
of kids ran out onto the field to grab as many
peanuts as they could find!

Later that evening, Molli and I found
ourselves sitting on a blanket under a darkening
sky waiting for the fireworks to begin. What a
day.....Elisha had mastered her two-wheeler and
won a blue ribbon as well, the boys had finally
won a prize in the Soapbox Derby (first
place)....Tommy Laubach's rusty front wheel fell
off halfway down the hill, leading to a
tremendous crash, but he escaped
unharmed....the parade up Wilman Pike, led by
the veterans and followed by colorful and
amusing floats accompanied by the music of the
high school band was stirring and now the
celebration was about to come to a colorful end.
Elisha remained on the blanket with us, but the
boys, who were now old enough and cool
enough to hang out with their friends, kept
visiting with us which gave us special pleasure.
Our friends and parishioners surrounded us,
waiting for the big boomers to light up the
sky....during the day, they had prayed with and
for us, shared their hopes and hurts and joys as
we had shared ours, all in the midst of this
exuberant national holiday. "Give thanks to the
Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever."
(Psalm 136:1) And we did!

(To be continued)

ARy Cometothe
eSS e Women of Faith
Women of Faith weekend event

Conference 9/18-19; Friday

10AM to 3:30 PM and 7-9:30 PM; Saturday 9-5;
Box Lunch provided each day. Come for the

whole event or share a ticket. We will carpool or
take a van.

These women share their love of Christ, are
funny, talented and inspiring. The music is loud,
but wonderful. You will feel the power and love
of the Lord, a camaraderie with thousands of
women and a more intimate relationship with our
own Middletown women.

It is a time to reflect, to be renewed and
refreshed. It will touch your heart and change
your life; definitely a time you won’t forget.

We have 7 tickets left at $79. See Chriss
Benson or Janet Gemsheim.

The Leadership Summit 8/6-7ts |eft

a

Lead Where You Are 4 tlcke
Church of the Savior, Wayne, PA — Cost $135

. The Leadership Summit has a faculty of
expert leaders and thinkers who will stretch your
thinking and deliver practical skills to help you
navigate the shifting realities of your world.

Some of the speakers include Bill Hybels,
founder of Willow Creek Community Church;
David Gergen, editor-at-large at US News &
World Reports; Henry Cloud, psychologist;
Carly Fiorina, former chairman and CEO of
Hewlett-Packard; and Bono.

If you are interested in attending this
leadership summit, please contact Chriss Benson
or Ken Schreffler.

June Financial Report as of 5/31/2009

Actual | Budget
May Budget Year-to- | Year-

May Date to-Date

Budget Income 26,793 | 29,047 130,379 | 156,033

Budget Expense 23,832 | 30,377 135,702 | 151,983

Gain/Deficit 2,961 | -1,330 -5,323 4,050
Non Budget Income 1,892 11,199
Non Budget Expense 793 8,755
Non Budget G/L 1,099 2,444

Legacy Contributions are accounted for separately

Our financials show we have spent $5,323 more

than the income received to date. Whereas

$156,033 was budgeted to be spent, we have
only spent $135,702. Some of the unspent
budgeted expense is curtailment of operating

expense and some is mission money not yet

distributed. As the summer begins it is important
to try and keep your pledges and offerings up to
date so the church can pay expenses.
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Knit Night Continues to Grow

On the 2™ and 4™ Wednesdays of each month
stop in to share the needlework you are working
on, pick up some yarn, ask questions or just chat.
Need transportation? Give the office a call.

Youth Car Wash June 27

On Saturday June 27 the youth will have a Car
Wash at Elwyn Sunoco from 9 AM —2 PM. The
station is at the corner of New Middletown
(Route 352) and Glen Riddle Roads.

Legacy Coffeehouse — 7:00 PM

The Legacy Coffeehouse continues its music
ministry by welcoming Christian singers and
musicians from throughout the area. On
Saturday, July 11 The Adams Family Gospel
Group will bring their unique musical sound.
The next Coffeehouse will be on August 1 with
Mended Vessels.

Coffee, refreshments and snacks will also be
available for a free will offering.

All Aboard for the Land Down Under

Sun, July 19 thru Thu July 23, 5:45 —8:30 pm
Hop on board the boomerang Express for a grand
tour of the Land Down Under. During VBS, kids will
crisscross Australia from Worship Rally Central to
the Bible Study Outback.

Kids will be encouraged to begin their own
journey with Jesus. Whether they are just being
introduced to Jesus or already have accepted Jesus as
Savior, kids will discover how important it is to have
a relationship with God’s Son. No matter where kids
find themselves they will learn that “It All Comes
Back to Jesus.”

Also, plan on joining us for dinner each night
before the fun starts. Then we will have a great time
with lively songs, creative crafts, exciting games,
Bible stories and tasty snacks—all of the things that
make VBS so much fun for all ages.

Praise Dance Camp 7/20 - 7/24

Age appropriate groups will be dancing, singing,
making crafts, and hearing exciting Bible stories.
9:00 — 11:30 — Kids 3-5 years old

1:00 — 4:00 — Kids entering 1% through 6™ grades
6:00-8:30 — Students entering 7" through 12" grades
Cost is $30 per camper, additional family members
$25. Contact Parkside Academy of Music and Dance
610-874-8080.
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Women’s Bible Study

The Bible Study will not meet during the
summer and will resume on September 9 at 9:30
to 11:30. All are welcome to join the group for
the study of the following books of the Bible:
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah and Nahum.

Critical Food Shortage

During July and August please bring non-
perishable food items to all worship services.
Food pantries experience shortages due to the
end of school breakfast and lunch programs and
a general decrease in giving during the summer.
Consider picking up an item to share every time
you shop.

Stamps and Blue Acme Tapes
Remember to collect cancelled stamps for
Broomall Nursing Home. Please leave the stamp
on the envelop—cut around the stamp on the
envelop and place them in the box in the Library.
Place your Blue Acme tapes in the narthex.
The Church’s Boy Scout Troop can turn them in
to Acme for reimbursement for their programs.

Missing Tables

Four of out newer tables are missing. If you
borrowed them, please return them to the storage
racks in Fellowship Hall. The tables that may be
borrowed are in the garage with approval from
the B&P committee.

New Microwave
Thanks for the new microwave in the Fellowship
Hall kitchen given in memory of Jane Pierce.

Snacks for VBS

VBS needs healthy snacks: fruit roll-ups,
popcorn, cheez-its, goldfish and juice. Please
bring in your contributions to the kitchen in
Fellowship Hall or the chapel.

Youth Sponsors

If you missed sponsoring a youth for Montreat at
the picnic—it’s not too late! Any amount of
support is welcome. Mark the memo area of your
check for Montreat or insert your support in a
separate envelop in the offering plate.
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Joys and Concerns

[}
gOdSp eop le Maryann as she
% continues chemo

treatments.
Jason as he receives

n treatment for leukemia;
pffuyer Julie with cystic fibrosis

needs a lung transplant;

» Bill and April in North
Carolina training for
missionary service.
Debbie Hall as she has
blood work. If all is well she will have her stints
replaced in August.
Kassia Forsberg, Ellie and Bill Young's
granddaughter, is spending the summer in Peru
as a Missionary/Teacher.
Danielle Abrams and the Navigators. Pray for
safe travel as they go to S.E. Asia for their
mission trip.
Michele Newswanger is 7 months pregnant and
has to be on bed rest. Pray for health for both
Michele and the baby.

-~

Upward: pray for more gym space to become
available for practices and games; more leaders
to step up and take leadership training; additional
people to help plan for next season; expanded
Upward outreach for flag football and
community projects with parents and kids.

Vacation Bible School (July 19-23): need
prayers for volunteers to help and children and
adults to attend.

Weddings

Wedding of Cheryl Tonge and Sam Devonshire
occurred on May 17. Stephanie Mitchell and
Nolan Donofrey were married at Middletown on
June 5.

Deaths

Sam Carswell died on June 1. Pastor John
officiated at White Horse Village on June 6. Our
prayers go out to Dot and the family.

Don Houston, former Interim Pastor at our
church, died on June 12. Please remember his
wife, Jean, in your prayers.

Margaretta Miller passed away June 13. Her
smile and enthusiasm will be greatly missed.

The Glory Runners!
Bill and April Reeser write that
their “home for 2 plus months in
Union Mills, NC, is located in
rural western NC about 40 miles
from Ashville. We have a two
bedroom apartment. It has a living-room, eat-in
kitchen and a bathroom. We have free laundry
facilities in a small building across from our
apartment. CIT has two classroom buildings, a
large cafeteria and workout facility, a picnic
pavilion, swimming pool, three playgrounds for
children, and a Student Activity Center with a
lounge and kitchen, game area, computer lab,
and library.
You can write us here at: Bill & April Reeser
c/o CIT, P.O. Box 250
Union Mill, NC 28167
Prayer Requests:

m  God’s continued help in learning the Thai
language and culture here at CIT and when
we go back to Thailand.

m  Obtaining our visas to stay in Thailand for
our first year.

m Please continue to pray that the Reesers and
the Wimbles will clearly be guided to the
mission group that He wants them to be
associated with in Thailand.

Youth Group News

Wilmington BlueRocks Wednesday, July 15 (with
fireworks) $10 per ticket for box seats. The
BlueRocks tend to sell out many games for fireworks
nights, so let Matt know if you want to go by July 11-
call 484-995-8457 or email:mattmiazga@comcast.net

Calendar:

6/27  Car Wash 9-2 PM Elwyn Sunoco

6/28  Youth Group 5-7:30 PM (Parent & Youth
Meeting for Montreat)

7/5 NO Youth Group — July 4™ weekend

7/8 NO Bible Study

7/12  Pancake Breakfast

7/12  Youth Group 5-7:30 PM

7/14  Youth Team Meeting 7:30 PM

7/15  Blue Rocks Game and Fireworks 7 PM

7/19  VBS instead of Youth Group

7/22  VBS instead of Bible Study

7/26  Leave for Montreat 5 AM

7/26  NO Youth Group — Montreat

7/29  NO Bible Study — Montreat

8/1 Return from Montreat - Evening




Children’s Ministry Conference
Children’s Ministry Conference in Brookhaven
Saturday, October 10 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

$55 includes Children’s Ministry Bible,
registration, materials, lunch and refreshments

Valuable resource for anyone who works with
children

Response to Legacy Questionnaire

95% of the congregation want to continue the
building but want to scale down the project. The
Legacy team will meet to explore options to
satisfy our access needs within our cost
parameters.

Session Notes
The Session met on June 16, 2009 and discussed
the following business:

f We received a note concerning memorials
from Ethel and Donna Coulter.

f We received a newsletter from the
Presbyterian Lay Committee.

[ Session approved empowering the Legacy
Team to pursue what could be built for the
$360,000 we have on hand as well as what could
be built if we increased that by 25%.

f Session approved Outreach and Publicity to
work with Children’s Ministry and Sharon Reed
to look into and possibly coordinate a Festival
for children and our community.

f Session approved a summer camp “Praise
Band School of Rock”. The dates are to be
determined.

f Session approved insuring the Boy Scout
trailer. This money will be repaid by the Boy
Scouts.

[ The church Mission Study tentative time line
was received.

f Release time will move to Monday after
school from 3:30-4:45 at Indian Lane.

f Stephaine Mitchell and Nolan Donofrey were
married at Middletown on 6/5/09.

f Pastor John will lead a bible study at the
beach on Wednesday August 12. This will take
place at the Abrams and Schreffler house in
Avalon.

Fallcw! :

LivE
L

Sermons and Scripture

June 25, 28 - Master or Myth? Healing and
ResurrectionMark 5:21-43

July 2, 5 - Master or Myth? Equipping for
Ministry, Mark 6:1-13

July 9, 12 -Master or Myth> Who is That Man?
Mark 6:14-29

July 16, 19 - Master or Myth? The Good Hands
Person Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

July 23, 26 - Master or Myh? - We've Got It All
For You! John 6:1-15

July 30, Aug 2 - Master orMyth?- The Bread of
Life, John 6:23-35, 66

August 6, 9 - Imitators of God
Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2

August 13, 16 - Making Melody to the Lak
Ephesians 5:15-20

August 20, 23 - The Armor of God
Ephesians 6:10-20

August 27, 30 - New Testament Proverbs:
Justified By a Faith That Works
James 1:17-27

Watercolor Prints of Middletown

We have a limited supply of this beautiful print
of the church by artist Agnes Wilson Bakow.
You may view the original watercolor in Martin
Chapel. The cost is $25 for a 4 x 6 (fits into a 8 x
10 frame). Contact Donna Coulter 610-566-
2351.
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JULY 2009

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday |Thursday Friday Saturday
28 29 30 1 2 3 4
No Women’s 6:00 PM Adult Holiday-Office
Bible Study Bible Study Closed -
7:00 PM Youth |[7:30 PM 8:45 AM -
Bible Study Contemporary Exercise & Prayer .
7:30 PM Legacy | Worship Service hllil?[]['ﬂ[lﬂﬂ[ﬂ uﬂ]
Team
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
COMMUNION SUNDAY 8:45 AM No Adult Ministry ||6:00 PM Adult  ||8:45 AM 7:00 PM Legacy
9:30 AM Traditional Exercise & Prayer | Team Bible Study Exercise & Prayer | Coffee House
Worship Service 9:30 AM Quilters |[No Women’s 7:30 PM
10:30 AM Punch on The Bible Study Contemporary
Lawn No Youth Bible | Worship Service
10:30 AM Punch on The Study
Lawn - Outreach & Publicity 7:45 PM Knit
Team Night
5:00 PM NO Youth Group
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Deacon's Collection No Deacon's 8:45 AM Youth - 1:00PM I& S 8:45 AM
9:30 AM Traditional Meeting Exercise & Prayer | Wilmington Blue |Team Exercise & Prayer
Worship Service 9:30 AM Quilters | Rocks Game 6:00 PM Adult
10:30 AM Pancake 7:00 PM No 1:00 PM Bible Study
Breakfast Children's Women's Bible 7:30 PM
5:00 PM Youth Group Ministry Team Study-sings at Contemporary
7:30 PM Youth | Fair Acres Worship Service
Ministry Team
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
9:30 AM Traditional Praise Dance No Session Praise Dance Praise Dance Praise Dance
Worship Service Camp at Parkside (|Meeting Camp at Parkside |Camp at Parkside |Camp at Parkside
10:30 AM Punch on The Academy Praise Dance Academy Academy Academy
Lawn - Children's 5:45 PM Camp at Parkside (9:00 AM No 5:45 PM 8:45 AM
Committee Vacation Bible Academy Women’s Bible | Vacation Bible Exercise & Prayer
5:45 PM Vacation Bible School 8:45 AM Study School
School Exercise & Prayer (|5:45 PM 6:00 PM Adult
9:30 AM Quilters || Vacation Bible Bible Study
5:45 PM School 7:30 PM
Vacation Bible 7:45 PM Knit Contemporary
School Night Worship Service
26 27 28 29 30 31 1
Montreat Youth Conference |Montreat Youth |Montreat Youth Montreat Youth |Montreat Youth |Montreat Youth |Montreat Youth
7/26 to 8/1 Conference 7/26 ||Conference 7/26 || Conference 7/26 | Conference 7/26 | Conference 7/26 | Conference 7/26
9:30 AM Traditional to 8/1 to 8/1 to 8/1 to 8/1 to 8/1 to 8/1
Worship Service 8:45 AM 9:00 AM No 6:00 PM Adult |8:45 AM
10:30 AM Punch on The Exercise & Prayer |Women’s Bible | Bible Study Exercise & Prayer
Lawn - Worship Committee 9:30 AM Quilters || Study 7:30 PM
Contemporary

Worship Service
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to be printed in the
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prior to the issue in
which you want your
information to appear.
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Y outh Ministry Director Matt Miazga 484-995-8457 cell
Treasurer JoAnne Gallagher gallagher611@comcast.net
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Sexton Shorty Mains 610-565-4080
Cemetery Administrator Jane Evans Cemetery @middletownpres.org
Wedding Coordinator Janette Weldon
Nursery Attendant Daria Prizzi

In case of an emergency or if you know of someone in the hospital , please contact th

church office610-565-4080 during business hours or call the Pastor at-362-2460.

Sundays at Middletown
9:30 AM Traditional Worship
5:00 PM Youth Group
Thursdays
6:00 PM Bible Study

7:30 PM Contemporary Worship in Martin Chapel
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