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Response to the Blended Service

Behold, how good and pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity!

Those who know me are aware that | prefer
traditional things, from classical music to
quilting, to home décor, to wardrobe, to anthems
the cloir sings, to the King James Version. (Yes,
newer translations are better for Bible study, but
fo sheer beauty, particularly in the Psalms, there
is nothing like the KJV.)

Many also know that | have never been
enthusiastic about having two services at
Middletown; there were too many members that
| never saw, and didn’t know. When attendance
dwindled | was even more unhappy, and was so
excited to see the congregation joining together
again at worship on Sunday mornings.

However, my traditional side kicked,iand |
wondered how | could get along with these
“modern songs and choruses, particularly when |
didn’t have the music printed along with the
words! What | really wanted was the harmony
printed, not just the melody. | certainly was not
worshipping.

Then Irecalled my teen years (at Manoa
Church), where we had a strong young people’s
program, and learned the then “modern” songs
and choruses, with great enthusiasm. | still love
many of those songs. My mother was certainly a
traditionalist, but | never heaalword or
received any negative vibes from her about what
we were singing. She wanted her children to
enjoy the whole church experience, and we did.

| know I'm not alone in having preferences
(there are those who don'’t prefer the “stuffy old
music!”) I trust I'm, not alone in wanting to learn
to appreciate both ends of the musical spectrum,
and in really wanting the single blended service,
with all of us together in the congregation every
Sunday.

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for
our congregationto worship together in unity!

Janette Weldon

Angels

Wednesday morning Women'’s Bible Study is
planning to learn about God’s Angels. There are
close to 350 scriptures on God’s Angels. The
study is planned to start in February of 2010.

Our group is studyinflahum and Micah. Our
hours are 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM on Wednesday
mornings. The third Wednesday of each month
we do not meet at 9:30. That’s our day to go to
Fair Acres for a sing along. We meet at 1:00 PM
at the church and leave to go to Fair Acres by
1:30and return no later than 3:00 PM.

Please pray about attending the group and
seeing what God wants to help us learn about the
Bible.

Adventurous Wednesdays

Adventurous Wednesdays resumes on January 6.
Adventurous Wednesdays is for all ages
children, midlle school, youth and adults. This is
a midweek program from 5:45 PM to 7:30 PM.
The cost for dinners is $3.00 per night or
$25.00 for a tetweek trimester. Adults are
$5.00. Dinner starts promptly at 6:00 PM until
6:30 PM.
Adventure Club finished thisear by making
the Armor of God. They painted shields &
decorated swordsThe boys & girls really
enjoyed using their ArmorWe will be talking
about our secret weapon when we come back on
Wednesday January &ou can look up in
Ephesians to find the st weapon.

Kidz Club

Kidz club at Indian Lane has 24 kids signed up.
We have extra time this year because we do not
have to travel to the Churcfhe children
review last week’s Bible verse when they arrive.
They are doing a great job memorizing the
verses each weekWe just finishedeginnings
which is the first part of the Bible.

Last week we challengetie children to let
God direct their steps. Psalm 37:23 says that the
steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord, and
he delights in his waylf God orders our steps.
then why do we think in leaps and jumpS®ps
help us move from where we are to where we
want to end upAlways let God guide your steps,
and make sure your plan is his plan.
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Attn. Knitters:
The Shawl! Ministry is alive and welWe are in

search of knitters, as well as, people who need to

be wrapped in the love and care that is woven
into each shawlCome to knitnite (2 and 4"
Thursdays) to learn how basic and easy the
shawls are to makave have all the ingredients
except yol You can work on these any and
everywhere.An added bonus, they keep you
warm as you work on them.

If you know of someone sick, lonely,
hospitalized, or who has lost a loved one, get a
shawl in the office and just let us know who it's
for. We have babgweaters for newborns, also.
Questions or if you want us to get and deliver a
shawl, call Linda Fox at (610) 5/@B36 or Janet
Gemsheim at (610) 891827. Help us share the
love and comfort that these beautiful shawls
provide.

. Need transportation? Gavhe office a call.

Support Our Youth!

Support Our Youth while enjoying a delicious
Sunday breakfast. Each third Sunday of the
month the Youth will serve pancakes, sausage
and eggs to raise money for their mission trip to
South DakaotaThank you for suporting the
youth!!!

PrimeTime Plus
On January 18 at noon PrimeTiRlaswill
enjoyHawaii compliments of Bill Steinmetz.
Come and see the beauty of Hawaiian sunsets,
orchids, feasts and ocean views. A perfect
contrast to wintry Pennsylvania.

Join usin Martin Chapel for a delicious meal
at noon followed by an adventure in Paradise.

Change for Christ

April and Bill Reeser were unable to take their
books to Thailand. To help them start their
lending library we are collecting spare change to
help pay pstage and shipping costs for books to
be sent to April and Bill. Overseas rates are very
high. Anything you can give is greatly
appreciated. The collection container will be in
the narthex. God bless you.
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Parent/Youth Meeting
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Important parent/youth meetirtg follow
pancake breakfastnformation being presented
about 3 upcoming tripsOcean City in March,
summer trip to West Virginia in August 2010
and South Dakota Mission trip in August 2011.

Knitting for Others
Olive Bishop has knitted 88 items in 2009

" N NN

2009 Since 1990
Lap Robes 11 298
Vests 17 240
Sweaters 10 211
Slipper Socks 50 1400
Total 88 items 2149
Cookie Walk

We wish to thank everyone who helped bake, set
up and clean up the Cookie Walk this year. It
was wonderful to open our doors andlgome
everyone are truly grateful for your generosity
and support.
Blessings to all in the New Year!
Carol and Bob Curtis

Aid for Friends in January

Aid for Friends will meet January 10 at 2:00 PM
in Fellowship Hall. Please bring a main dish to
feed 1012 people, frozen vegetables and
applesauce, cookies, tea bags, canned gravy,
canned fruit, snack bags or sandwich bags,
aluminum foil, cooked noodles, potatoes and
rice.

We recently heard from a woman who
receives dinners from Aid for Friends. She could
not eat if she did not receive these meals.

We made 250 meals at our last cook in. | want
to thank everyone for their generosity and help.
| know these meals are gratefully received.

Come and join us for fellowship and fun.

Pool & Pizza Party

On Sunday, t& 17" we will be having a splash
party from 1:00 PM until 3:00 PM at the Rocky
Run YMCA. Children age 5 and under must be
accompanied by a parent. We swim for the first
hour and then have pizza. Cost per child is $5.00
and adults are free. Call Chriss6di0-565-8317.
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The Adventures of Michael Washington
Continues

Dear Friends,

As | climbed down the steps from my office in
the bell tower, | was almost taking them two at a
time. Suddenly, | was in a hurry! For the past
several hours, | had been in aratiworld. It
always surprised me when that happened, but it
was actually what | had prayed for when | began
my work early in the afternoon.

| was choosing the texts and sermon titles for
the Sundays between Epiphany and Easter. With
very little variation it is my custom to preach
from the Revised Common Lectionary. | also
attempt to avoid preaching the same text anytime
during a six year period. This meant that | had to
check out the various lectionary texts for each
Sunday while reviewing the previoysars when
| had preached from the same cycle. If | had
preached previously from the Psalter and the
epistles, then this time | would choose a text
from either the Old Testament or the gospel. |
don't think anyone remembers what | preached
three years@o and six years ago, but it is
important that we study the breadth of the
scriptures and, by using the lectionary in this
way, we manage to do that.

Most importantly, as | read the texts and
choose them, | pray for the Lord to give me
insight as to what heed to hear and learn and
pass on to the congregation....and, every time, as
| am still and prayerful, the Lord does just
that....and, every time, I'm surprised, even
though this is just what | prayed for. | had just
finished writing the title for the &ster sermon,
when | finally snapped out of my reverie and
took a good look out the window. It was
snowing and, just as the weather report had
predicted, these were not flurries....it was a major
storm! A good bit of snow had already
accumulated on WilmaPike and | could see the
cars skidding around and a few stopping because
they couldn't make it up the hill. Molli and the
kids were probably thinking | was stuck in a
ditch somewhere and worried that | would never
make it home. We still don't have dlce
phone....they're expensive and | tend to resist
new technology. By the time | get one, people
will be communicating with portable television
sets. | did have a phone in my office, but |

figured | would rush out of the building, jump in
my Chevy Blazeand be home in ten minutes.

It took me forty minutes and | was greeted at
the door by a very alarmed wife and three kids
who said almost simultaneously, "This is why we
need cell phones!" You'll notice they said that in
the plural. They see the cell pt®as a
necessary piece of equipment for each family
member rather than as an emergency item for
special occasions. | managed to dodge their
concern and their condemnation by telling them
stories about how bad the storm was and how
school was going to beanceled for sure. That
got them off my back! Molli, however, was not
so easily diverted. Once she knew | was out of
danger, she wanted to know why | left the church
so late and why | didn't call. | really didn't have
an excuse, so | told her the trutland it worked!

Molli was mollified....and, if you have been
wondering, that's how you pronounce her name.
Many of you have asked. It's a bit unusual, but
so are her parents. They decided when she was
born that they would name her after both of
them. Her dad's name is Maurice and everyone
calls him Mo. Her mom's name is Linda. So
they combined the two names and came up with
Molinda....but ever since she was a little girl,
everyone called her Molli (pronounced Molly)
and, no matter how strange thpeBing is, she's
the love of my life!

Dinner was simple and fun, perfect for a
snowy evening....sloppy joes and french fries
with one of Molli's special salads on the side.
Molli makes the greatest salads with a little bit of
everything available throwm with homemade
dressing and, somehow, it tastes perfect. After
dinner, Lance and | went out to the garage and
started up the snowblower so we could be sure
that it would be ready to go by the next morning
when the digging out would begin. Then, we
gralbed some extra firewood and took it inside
to build a perfect fire in the fireplace. | called
the church staff and told them not to try to get in
through the snow and to enjoy a day at home.

Two days before, | thought | was too busy to
take an extra dayf but a gigantic snowstorm
forces everyone to change their priorities. | must
admit, | still get excited by the snow. | think it's
leftover from my school days when snow always
held the promise of no school and lots of free
time for sledding after thehoveling was



done....especially if you had already done your
homework! Our kids finished their homework
and then straggled into the living room to gather
around the fire with Molli and me. We told
stories and made plans and Wes kept getting up
to look aut the window and give us accumulation
reports, "It's another inch deeper and it's
beginning to drift on the street. The plows aren't
even out yet. We probably won't have school for
the rest of the week!" Molli and | began to have
trouble keeping our &g open, so we started up
to bed....the kids were tired, too, but they were
determined to stay up late, just because they
could.

| slept like a rock. Early the next morning,
however, | jumped out of bed and went
immediately to the window to see what was
happening. It was still snowing....this storm was
a big one, all right. |1 went down to the kitchen
and began preparing a snowstorm breakfast for
everyone, knowing that the aroma would get
them out of bed. Bacon, country French toast,
cheese omelettes,ange and apple juice, hot
maple syrup, fresh coffee and some thinly sliced
scrapple began to take shape as Molli and Elisha
appeared first to pitch in and, finally, Lance and
Wes staggered in with their hair all over the
place, but their stomachs more thaady to be
filled. As we enjoyed the feast, | began giving
orders for our first cleanup. The plan was to
begin shoveling, even though the snow was still
coming down, because we knew it would be too
heavy if we tried to do it all at once.

Everyone had job and, for the first time,
Lance was operating the snowblower. Our
driveway was fairly long and on a slight hill.

Two years ago, Molli convinced me to spend the
money on the snowblower so | wouldn't end up
having a heart attack while shoveling.esisted

(I hate to spend money!), but secretly, | loved the
thing. It could really move the snow and it made
me the hero of the neighborhood when | would
go and clear out our neighbors' driveways. This
year, however, no one was worried about my
health. Lance had learned how to work the
blower and | was joining the rest of the family as
we shoveled the porches, the steps and cleaned
up the edges of the driveway. | sprayed the
shovels with silicone and handed them out to
Molli and the kids and took onerfonyself. We

were finished in no time at all and began to drift
down the street and help the neighbors.

This was always a magical time. Neighbors
appear on the street during a snowstorm who you
don't see at anytime of the year, except to wave
to when thg drive by. Because everyone's
schedule has been interrupted, everyone has time
for each other. People start passing out cookies
and hot chocolate, inviting each other over for
dinner or lunch ("I've got a big pot of soup on the
stove and chili in the ock pot!"). | found
myself talking about NCAA basketball with a
couple of guys who weren't even speaking to
each other last July. One of them had
accidentally put a rut on the other's lawn with his
truck during a rainstorm; they had had a big
argument at then had given each other the
silent treatment. Now, the snowstorm had put
them together. They looked at each other,
smiled and began their friendship all over again.

Sometimes, | wished that the same thing
could happen in churches....that a big snowst
would come suddenly while we were all gathered
in the church building, that we wouldn't be able
to get home and that we'd have to stay overnight
and through the next day together in the church
building. So often, in the body of Christ, we
have littleenmities that turn into big relationship
problems and they never get resolved and, yet,
Christ said, "By this everyone will know that you
are my disciples, if you love one another" (John
13:35). It was good to see my two neighbors
enjoying each other agai | longed to see many
of my friends at church do the same.

Even as we were finishing up our morning's
work, we knew we would have to be out again,
after the storm ended, to do it all over again and
another spontaneous party would break out.
Meanwhile,| was beginning to think about all
the work that would have to be done at church.
We have a contract for someone to plow out the
parking lot, but steps and walkways had to be
shoveled and salted so that worshipers could be
welcomed on Sunday. Of courgalph and
Jack would make sure that everything would be
in order for our work to begin and be completed.
Every church should have a Ralph and a Jack.
They were two retired men who were letige
members of the church and, even before they
retired, it semed they always found a way to get
to the church and keep the place in shape. They



serviced the snowblower before the winter
began, they lubricated the furnace and changed
the filters, counted the shovels and ice picks and
made sure they were in good regnd did
hundreds of other little projects that no one
would ever notice unless it hadn't been done.
They would even stop by several days during the
week (sometimes alone, but usually together)
and walk through the building asking people

who were servig in the various ministries of the
church if they needed anything repaired or added
to their room or office. We don't know what we
would do without them.

| trudged home through the snow, fired a few
snowballs at Molli and the kids and, with a very
light heart, thanked the Lord for this big
snowstorm that enabled all of us to realize the
blessings that God gives us which we so often
fail to appreciate.

"The heavens are telling the glory of God; and
the firmament proclaims his handiwork. Day to
day pours fath speech, and night to night
declares knowledge....Let the words of my
mouth and the meditation of my heart be
acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my
redeemer" (Psalm 1924, 14).

(To be continued)

John

Upward Basketball & Cheerleading

Saturday, Jauary 9 is the first day of games.
You can catch the action at Indian Lane School
gym from 8:30 AM till 2:30 PM. Enter the
school from the back door, which is opposite the
playground. Plenty of bleacher seating is
available. Boys and girls will be dribbgn
shooting, laughing and exercising with the
Upward Cheerleaders and many enthusiastic
spectators encouraging thewdith Upward,

every child IS a winner! Come see what an
impact your church is having in the community.
Join the FUN!

Volunteers Make Upward Happen

This fun for kids is possible through the hard
work of many adults. Over 50 coaches and
referees are on board and volunteers are still
needed. If you can help one hour on one
Saturday, we could really use your help in the
snack bar. Can you sell serRizza coupons at
work, in the neighbehood or in your extended
family? Each $10 coupon sold puts $4.00 in the

Upward treasury and delicious Cocco’s pizza on
someone’s table.

Youth News

With Matt Miazga at the helm, our youth are
engaging in more serw8grojects here at M.P.C.
This fall they cleaned up leaves at three church
members’ homes in addition to lending a hand at
the church itself. Dave VanZant gave much of
his time to help us in this effort! On the Saturday
before Christmas, the youth helpeslider food

to families on Chester through City Team. We
will continue to search for service projects to
work in the New Year.

In the meantime, 18 youth have signed on to
travel to Cheyenne River Indian Reservation in
South Dakota in August of 2011. M.Plaas
done mission work there on three occasions
since 1997. We were able to witness for Christ
by running daily Vacation Bible School sessions
for Lakota children ranging from-412 years in
age. In addition, the youth have (with adult
chaperone help), paed homes, roofed trailers,
harvested gardens, assisted with fund raisers,
prepared food, and interacted and mentored the
children in reading activities, crafts and play
time.

We will be traveling to the Reservation via
U.S.A. Coach Bus Company on Augast2011.

In order to fund our trip, M.P.C. Youth will be
sponsoring pancake breakfasts every month (on
the 3% Sunday) until July 2011. The breakfasts
will be served immediately following the church
service downstairs in Fellowship Hall. If you'd
like to know more about our trip, see Rusty
Abrams or Ken Schreffler. If you'd like to learn
more about the Cheyenne River Youth Project,
go to www.lakotayouth.org.

Upcoming trips
2/26-27 — 30-Hour Famine — Ken, Rusty, Matt
planning in conjunction w/ Elam Methedi

3/26-28 — Ocean City, MD for senior highs. Justin
Lockadoo- terrific youth speaker is the featured
speaker with Friday and Saturday night concerts.

8/1-8/6 —“Shack” (Seneca High Adventure Christian
Camp) in WV. Youth entering"8grade and up.
Cost—about $450/person. $106eposit by 1/31/10.

8/5/20118/14/2011- South Dakota Mission Trip.
$100 deposit needed by 1/31/10.



Joys and Concerns

god’s people
.

n
prayer

Tracy, friend of Cindy
Boyer as she deals with
chemotherapy and pain
from bone metastasis.
A church member with
cancer

Bill Kirk as he goes

0) through rehabilitation
from hip replacement
surgery;

Bill Wheeler-Young for

-~

relief from back pain.

Kit Dimeler, Scott's mother as she recuperates.
Matt, a friend of Caty Cassey struggling with
depression. Please prigy Matt, his family and
the friends.

Laila Daphne Morin, granddaughter of Kim
Fink, was born on 12/13...almost 8 Ibs. and
adorable! Mama and baby are doing well. Laila
had a fractured clavicle but it doesn't seem to be
bothering her.

The Family ofKit Reynolds who passed away.

Celebrating Donald’s 80 " birthday

Where the Shoeboxes Ended Up

Hullo Friends—Middletown Presbyterian

Church

Thank you so much for joining the Samaritan’s
Purse to bless our children. These gifts came as a
miracle and forever wshall thank God for you
and all the other friends. We feel we can do
more with you in the future-even your visit is
something we are believing God for anytime you
are ready. Your gifts were given to children who
come to our Sunday School and our orphan’s
school a project under Bethel Freedom

Tabernacle church here is Entebbe Uganda. The
pictures tell the story.
= .- i G | 5

g

Our address is
Bethel Freedom Tabernacle church
P.O. Box 4 Abaitababiri

Uganda East Africa
gloryhouseuganda@hotmail.com

May the Lord bless you,
Daniel Waddimba uteesa
School Director and Senior Pastor

Thanksgiving Turkey Bowl
B ey

o . AL /A
1st row LR Kira (our Mascot), Graf Eggers
2nd row Dave Jones, Andrew Abrams, Leon Hoiser, Rusty
Abrams, Mike Burke and his sidekick Mike

3rd row Ken Schreffler, Alex Sregénschek, Mike
McGonigle, Nick Longworth

Not pictured: Dave, Scott Chris and Allison VanZant and

Matt (a friend of Graf)
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Sundays at Middletown
9:00 AM Sunday School
10:30 AM Worship
12:00 PM Youth Group



