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A Message from Pastor Doug

LIMITED OFFICE
HOURS
The Pastor and the Office
Secretary will normally in the
church office on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 9AM to 1PM.
Please call ahead to schedule
an appointment so we can
ensure the appropriate physical distancing to reduce the
risk of spreading Covid-19.
We ask that you wear a mask
and do not come if you are
feeling unwell.
When no one is physically in
the office, messages left on
the answering machine will
be monitored.
Reach Pastor Doug at:
doug@middletownpres.org.
In case of pastoral emergency call or text Doug at 484222-0811.

Dear Middletown Church Family,
Who could have possibly anticipated in March that we would still be
in a semi-lockdown situation in
September. But we are, and there
is no solid date when we can safely
resume our pre-Covid 19 life. But
we have found new ways to stay
connected. As it has been said the
church buildings may be closed
but the Church never closed.
We took a crash course on the use
of social media and internet technology to offer worship, devotions
and Bible study over the internet.
Learning what works and what
doesn’t. A time of experimenting,
leaving our comfort zones and discovering new opportunities and
experiencing a number of “Firsts”
to continue important customs and
traditions.
For me personally, the most unexpected “first” was performing my
first Facebook Live wedding on
August 7 to unite my own daughter, Devyn, with her new husband,
Alex Sredenschek. Though a storm
and tornado warning after the ceremony forced everyone into the
church basement where the electricity went out, music and lights
were powered by cellphones so the
happy couple could dance.
As I wrote back in March this time
of crisis would offer us opportunities to learn new ways of doing
things. We continue to offer the
opportunity to gather for worship
online. Currently, we worship
through Zoom by email invitation.
For those who do not have internet
access, there is a phone option.
We are looking at other possibili-

ties for expanding our reach and
will let you know as soon as we
are able to offer other alternatives.
I am hoping to actually be present in the sanctuary for Sunday
worship and we may try and include other participants as we
slowly transition safely to inperson worship at a still an unknown date in the future.
Many of our 300th anniversary
activities including Colonial Day
have been cancelled or postponed, however, we have plans to
continue our anniversary celebrations into 2021.
We are journeying into the unknown in much the way Moses
and the Israelites ventured out of
Egypt into the unknown wilderness. Like them we can be assured that our God goes before us
and will stay at our side as we
overcome this blip in our lives.
So, I encourage you to be open to
trying some new things, join us
for worship online if you possibly
can. Let us know your needs and
prayer requests. Check on one
another, give someone a call and
let them know you care.
Also, please keep in mind that
despite the fact that we are unable to meet together physically,
the church is still here and continues to pay bills, so please make
sure that you continue to send in
you pledges and offerings.
Peace and grace and health to
you,
Doug
Pastor Doug McPheeters
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The Church Building may be Closed but the CHURCH is OPEN
The Governor’s orders to contain the Covid-19 virus involved
closing our church buildings to
in-person worship. We scrambled to offer worship over Facebook for the first time on March
15. After transitioned to Zoom
meetings an unwelcome intruder “bombed” us with an inappropriate video, so we issued
email invitations and instituted
a screening process to admit
participants. We believe the
sessions on Zoom allow participants to communicate with
each other and continue to
build our community. However,
we know our outreach is limited
to reach others in need of the
message of Jesus so we are actively exploring ways to allow
others to be apart of worship.
We also are considering other
platforms and live streaming
options. If you have not given the church office your
email address, please email
or call the office so we can in-

clude you in the weekly invitations. If you do not have internet, you may call in by phone.
Let the church office know and
we will call you with the phone
number and password.
Worship is offered on Sundays at 10:30 AM and Bible
Study is available Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays at
9:30 AM. Please join us.
One of our small groups
studying Being a Woman of
Grace continued to meet over
Zoom thanks to Beth Shoemaker stepping up to lead it
and the members firing up
their computers to meet on
Thursdays. This class will continue in Martin Chapel in September with appropriate distancing.
The Middletown Church
Women’s Spring Tea was
held in each woman’s home yet
together on Zoom and April

Reeser spoke to us about her
work in Thailand.

Vacation Bible School as
we knew it couldn’t happen but
VBS was available at home
through an online curriculum.
Through BOLT VBS three
sessions were available each
with a fun 25 minute video
with music, a Bible Story,
and fun games to help illustrate what it means to follow Jesus! Parents could decide
when and how to share VBS with
their children.

How to Give to the Church
In much the same way small businesses are concerned about staying afloat during this time of
closures and social distancing, when in-person
worship services are suspended, offerings are
not collected. We still have expenses to keep the
building going, staff salaries, missionary benevolences, insurance and maintenance. Please consider sending your offerings by mail or use the
online giving available on our website.
Online Giving is a simple, safe, and quick way to
securely donate to Middletown Presbyterian
Church. Whether you are giving a gift to our general fund, remembering a loved one through our
memorial fund or to support our Deacons, online
giving is here for your convenience.
You can also mail your gift to:

JoAnne Gallagher, Treasurer
Middletown Presbyterian Church
273 S. Old Middletown Road
Media, PA 19063
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to call us at the church office at 610-565-4080,
to request more information.
Go to www.middletownpres.org, the Church
website. ONLINE GIVING is found on the bottom left-side. When you click on ONLINE GIVING you may then click on the Donate button of
your choice (General Fund, Deacons Fund, Memorial Fund), then you'll be taken to our PayPal
site to make your gift. If you do not have a PayPal account, fill out the information to donate
with your credit card.
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Around the Church Building
Although the building has been mostly closed to
meeting and worship, a small group of dedicated workers decided to use the time to repair and
update the Christian Education wing, the towers, the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.
Some of the work includes:
Cleaning the
nursery carpets...

and Painting rooms in the CE Wing by Ray Fox,
Bev Smith, Lois Bowen, Sharon Reed and Janet
Gemsheim.

Ken Schreffler, John Bell, Janet Gemsheim, Carol
Hoyt, Bev Smith, Lynda
Mariani, Brenda
Abrams, Lois Bowen
and Ray Fox.
New Flooring was put
down in the towers and
the hallway and bathroom of Fellowship Hall.

The 300th Anniversary Bricks Installed

The sanctuary pews received a coat of polish and
the handrails outside and in
the Stairwells of both towers were cleaned and painted by Cheryl Devonshire
and Sharon and Janet.
A whole crew arrived to refinish the floors in
Fellowship Hall on Saturday, June 14. Included
were Bill Reeser, Jim Donohue, Sharon Reed,

In June Bill Warburton and Ray Fox along with
some trusty workers from the church and from
our Boy Scout Troop leveled and prepared the
ground and installed the memorial and commemorative bricks around the flag pole. If you
missed ordering one, see Bev Smith for more
information. We will designate a time in the
Spring to dedicate and install more bricks.
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Stay in Touch
We invite you to stay connected
to other church members during this time. Pick up the
phone. Call someone. Send an
email or text. Be especially
mindful of members and
friends who might feel very isolated in this time.
Continue to pray for all those
affected by this virus, as well as
for those who seek to reduce its
spread and impact. We believe
these actions, as well as our individual responsibility to practice safety and health are an expression of Christian love for
our community and acts of
faithful stewardship in the
world. We are confident in
God’s sovereignty to bring us
through this difficult time.
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Single Women’s Group Lydia Circle
Single Women Small Group Single, Widowed, Divorced,
Single at Church (spouse
doesn't attend) will meet the
1st and 3rd Thursdays of the
month in Martin Chapel socially distanced and in masks
from 10:30AM-noon. The
group will start Thursday, September 17. We will be using the
book, Having a Mary Heart in
a Martha World: Finding Intimacy With God in the Busyness of Life by Joanna Weaver. The cost for the book is
$9.50. If you have any questions or would like to order a
book, please contact Beth
Shoemaker at
beth.shoemaker23@gmail.com

Aid for Friends
Due to the restrictions imposed by the pandemic, no in-person
cook-ins for Aid for Friends will take place. However, there is still
a need for meals. For the past months individuals have prepared
meals at home and brought them to the Fellowship Hall kitchen
freezer. We shall continue this way to prepare meals until at least
the end of this year.
If you would like to participate in this meal preparation, there are
supplies in the Fellowship Hall Kitchen. Containers are on top of
the Aid for Friends Freezer and bags, foil and information forms
to write out what the meal contains are in the cabinet and drawers
nearest the freezer.
Each meal should contain, 1 protein, 1 starch, 1 vegetable and 1
fruit and cookies. If you have not participated before, please contact Carol Curtis (610-566-7274) for more information.
Thank you to everyone who has so faithfully continued this important ministry.

Until we can meet again inperson, Lydia Circle plans to
hold Zoom meetings starting
the first Tuesday of October.
(October 6th)
We will continue our study using the book, The Blessed
Woman by Debbie Morris.
Other women are welcome to
join us. Contact Karen Mayer
at kcmayer@verizon.net or 610
-453-8508 for information.
Thank you for all the cards and
calls we received upon my
(Carol’s) brother’s death. They
were really appreciated.
Carol and Bob Curtis

Thanks & Blessings
Bill and April Reeser, our very
own missionaries to Thailand
have been here in the states
since March and unfortunately
don’t anticipating returning to
Thailand until next year as the
country has been limiting admittance.
During the month of September
we take a special offering to
support April and Bill Reeser.
Even though they have been in
the states they are continuing
their ministry efforts in Chiang
Mai through the internet!
As you consider your offering
for the ministry of the Reesers
during the month of April, remember their commitment to
serve the Lord and how faithful
they are to his leading.
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300th Anniversary
Unfortunately, many of the special events had
to be cancelled but the Session agreed to extend our celebration year into 2021. We will
monitor the situation to determine if some of
the events scheduled for later this year can
safely be held and let you know.
In the meantime, Cookbooks are available for
$10 and T-shirts for you to purchase on the

Leaves for Service Projects Tree
Even while confined at home, people have been
adding leaves to our 300 Service Projects Tree
in the sanctuary. Please email donheilala@aol.com with a list of service projects and
acts of kindness that you have done either alone
or with others. We will use those to put more
leaves on the tree. The leaves will be anonymous. If you want to provide your list anonymously, you can mail the list of your projects to
Don without your name or return address.
Don Heilala
1004 Pritchard Place
Newtown Square, PA 19073
If you have, please call Don at 610-459-0703.

order form in this Press. Contact Bev Smith or
the office for more information.

Anniversary Quilt
Our quilters have diligently worked to finish the
quilt to commemorate our 300th anniversary
and it is beautiful. The quilters stitched the quilt
top and then quilted it together. Many thanks to
Sharon Reed for the photos, and Janette Weldon, Beth Shoemaker, Edna Malmstron, Dolores
Golden, Roy Weldon, Sally Burkham and Jo
Street for their lovely stitches.
The quilt is hanging in the sanctuary.
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Zoom Study Options

Operation Christmas Child

Community Bible Study will meet virtually
Monday evenings at 7:15-8:45 beginning September 14 to study the book of John. There
are core groups for both men and women. You
may register at westchesterpaeve.org. For
more information contact Karen Mayer.

Christmas Boxes for children are even more important this year and we will be filling boxes! You
have the choice of filling a box yourself or bringing items to the church for our children to fill.
Boxes will be available in October but until then
keep your eyes open for items and it’s never too
soon to start buying some. If you can’t shop, consider paying for postage…$9 for each box.

Joy Of Living Bible Study will be meeting
virtually starting Tuesday September 22 from
930 - 11:30 AM. Nancy Carlson is the teaching
director. We will be studying the book of Mark
and finishing a couple classes on Ephesians.
If you are interested Contact Chriss Benson
610 - 909-6216. Or email chrissbenson@mac.com. She will send you a registration form to fill out. To confirm your Commitment to participate, a check of $25.00 should
be sent to onnie Boselli at 1032 Beech Avenue, Glenolden PA. 19036. Remember: If
paying by Check, please make it out to Good
Samaritan Church ... for $25.00 with Joy of
Living in the memo line.
If someone wants to order and pay for their
own book directly from Joy of Living,
1-800-999-2703 can be called.
Email: joyofliving.org/ordering-information.
Good News Club is also undergoing a technology change. Instead of in-person Club at
Indian Lane Elementary School, kids may join
a Zoom Club on Tuesdays from Sept 22-Nov
17 at 4-5PM, on Wednesdays from Sept. 23Nov. 18 at 4-5PM, or on Thursdays from Sept.
24-Nov. 19 at 6-7PM. A special Christmas Party will be on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, December 1-3 to end the Good news Club
season.
Registration is on the Child Evangelism Fellowship website: cefdelco.com. Any questions
contact Chriss Benson 610-909-6216 or
chrisssbenson@mac.com.
Youth Bible Study is meeting on Zoom on
Tuesday evenings at 7:00PM and are studying
David in the book of II Samuel. Contact Abbey
and Steve Jones for more information.
Email: abby@welovegrit.com

We need items for both boys and girls from ages
2 to 14. Some ideas include:
A wow toy —like a doll, plush stuffed animal, deflated soccer ball, solar calculator and other quality items like puzzles, jump ropes and cars, etc.
School supplies—such as pencils, pens, crayons,
notebooks, coloring books, scissors
Non-liquid hygiene items—such as toothbrushes,
bar soap, washcloths, combs, etc.
Accessories—such as socks, hats, t-shirts, flipflops, hair bands, sunglasses, jewelry, etc.
Boxes and information will be available in the office along with a box to receive your donations.
Leave a message with the office if you need
someone to pick up your donations.

Opportunities to Help
With many people still unable to work, there is
an increased need for food for those in need.
Shelter Dinners prepared on the 4th Tuesday
of each month are still being prepared by a small
crew of Middletown members. If you are able to
help in anyway, please contact Misti Love at 484704-0841 or email love10@comcast.net
T.M. Thomas in Chester is preparing weekly
lunches. Now lunches must be bagged and
picked up at the door. As the weather grows colder we are looking for ideas for hot food that can
be packaged such as soups, chili and stew. If you
have ideas or would like to help, contact Karen
Mayer 610-453-8508 or kcmayer@verizon.net.
Media Food Bank accepts donations of nonperishable food items every day from 12 to 2PM.
Cars can pull in behind the church on Baker St.
at Lemon St. and there is help to unload.
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300th Anniversary T-Shirt Order Form

These specially designed T-shirts by Krysse Sredenschek are a 50/50 Cotton Blend, in medium
blue. Please complete this form and send or take it to the church office along with your payment.
We will prepare your order and notify you when it is available for pick-up.
Quantities are limited.

Price: $15 each - S, M, L, XL
$18 each - XXL, XXXL

Name:
Phone Number:
Email:
I would like to order:
Size
S
M
L
XL
XXL
XXXL

Number Ordered

Total amount enclosed –

Cost
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

I would like to be notified by (check one):
Phone
Email
Text

Middletown Presbyterian Church
273 S. Old Middletown Rd.
Media, PA 19063

Or Current Resident

Find MPC Online:
Wesite: www.middletownpres.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/middletownpres
Twitter: https://twitter.com/middletownpres
YouTube: www.youtube.com/middletownpres

Middletown Presbyterian Church
Douglas McPheeters, Pastor
Cindy Donahue, Children’s Ministries Director
Abby and Steve Jones, Youth Directors
Janet Wooden, Music Director
JoAnne Gallagher, Treasurer
Tana, Office Administrator
Heather, Karpo, Part-time Office Assistant
Jane Evans, Cemetery Administrator
Janette Weldon, Wedding Coordinator

Office Hours Monday thru Friday
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Phone: 610-565-4080
Fax 610-565-4306
Email: tana@middletownpres.org

Gary Wooden, Sexton
In case of an emergency or if you know of someone in the hospital, please contact the church office
610-565-4080 during business hours or call the Pastor at 302-762-0851.
Sunday Worship at 10:30 AM on Zoom
Bible Study at 9:30 AM Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays on Zoom

